
Understanding
Foundation Types for
Manufactured Homes

When choosing the right foundation for your manufactured home, it's essential to consider
factors like cost, installation time, and suitability for your specific property. Here’s an overview
of the primary foundation types and their features.

Foundation Comparison Chart

Foundation Types

On-Grade Post & Pier

● Description: The most common and cost-effective foundation
system for manufactured homes. Piers are placed under the
main beams and key points of the home, supported by footers
or pads.

● Key Benefits: Quick installation (often within a day) and
adaptable to various soil conditions.

● Real Property Status: May not always qualify unless
additional enhancements, like concrete slabs, are added.

● Suitability: Excellent for areas with wind, seismic forces, and
frost conditions. Can also be used in flood plains with proper
FEMA precautions.
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On-Grade Post
& Pier

$ Yes Quickest Yes Yes Yes

Pit-Set
Crawlspace

$$ – $$$ Yes Moderate Yes No Yes

Concrete
Slabs

$$ – $$$ Yes Moderate Yes Yes Yes

Basement $$$$ Yes Longest Yes No Yes



Pit-Set Crawlspace

● Description: A perimeter wall foundation that provides a
site-built appearance. Includes an enclosed crawlspace for
utilities and added support.

● Key Benefits: Offers a traditional home look and added
protection against the elements.

● Real Property Status: Suitable for real property classification.
● Suitability: Works well for sloping lots and seismic areas but is

not recommended in flood zones.

Concrete Slabs

● Description: A cost-effective foundation option that supports
the home on a reinforced concrete slab. Commonly used in
areas with minimal frost penetration.

● Key Benefits: Quick to install, provides excellent wind and
gravity load resistance, and works in flood and seismic zones.

● Real Property Status: Typically qualifies, especially when
insulated for frost protection.

● Suitability: Ideal for level lots and areas prone to frost or
seismic activity.

Basement

● Description: Provides both structural support and additional
living space, making it unique among foundation types.

● Key Benefits: Excellent gravity load resistance and added
usable square footage for homes in cold climates.

● Real Property Status: Qualifies easily due to its robust
construction and attachment methods.

● Suitability: Works well in seismic and frost-prone areas but is
not recommended for flood zones.

Choosing the Right Foundation

Selecting the right foundation depends on your budget, property conditions, and desired home aesthetics. The
Home Gallery specializes in designing and installing all types of foundations tailored to your needs. Let us
guide you through the process to ensure your home is secure, beautiful, and built to last.

Contact us today to learn more about foundation options for your manufactured home!


